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(57) A device for creating a recognisable burning smell, e.g. of a peat or log fire, for release into the atmospherearound 
a fireplace or heating appliance to improve, enhance or even contradict the visual sense of thefire. 
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SPECIFICATION 

Improvements in fires 

5 This invention relates generally to fireplaces or heat- 
ing appliances, and more particularly to thesmells 
associated therewith. 

"Fireplace" as used herein means a place which is 
suitable or intended for the combustion of fuel in a 

10 fire, for example, a domestic hearth orstove, and 
"heating appliance" means an appliance which can 
be used to provide heatand/or which is intended to 
resemble a fire, for example, a so-called gas log ef- 
fect fire or a gas coal-effect fire. 

15' One of the appealing features of a log orpeatfire 
burning in a fireplace is that it gives off a rather 
pleasant smell. Not all fires have this distinction : 
coal fires, for example give off a slightly acrid smell, 
while some heating appliances give off no such smell 

20 at ail. 

Accordingly, the present invention provides a fire- 
place or heating applfance having additionally a de- 
vice for creating a recognisable burning smell, the 
device comprising a substance capable of producing 

25 such a smell, and means being provided to cause the 
substance to release the said smell into the sur- 
rounding atmosphere. 

A number of embodiments of the invention are en- 
visaged, andthese will now be described by way of 

30 example. 

The substance from which the burning smell is to 
be released could in solid, liquid or gaseous form. In 
solid form, the substance could be a block or pellet 
which is heated, burned, chemically treated or evap- 

35 orated to cause the smell to be released into the sur- 
rounding atmosphere in molecolar or particulate 
form. In liquid form, thesubstance could be sprayed, 
burned or evaporated into the atmosphere, and in 
gaseous form, the substance could be, for example, 

40 released under pressure by means of an aerosol or 
spray. In each case, the substance is conveniently 
located in or closely adjacentto the fireplace orheat- 
ing appliance so that the heat produced thereby can 
be used to cause the smell to be released. This has 

45 the advantage that the smell is released only when 
the fire is burning in thefireplace or the heating appli- 
ance is on. 

Alternatively, the substance may be spaced from 
the fireplace or heating appliance so that the heat 

50 therefrom does not affect thesubstance or the re- 
lease of thesmell. In this case, thesubstance could, 
for example, be retained in a container having a lid or 
vent which opens to release the smell. 
Thesmell may be released from the subtancecon- 

55 tinuously whilethefire is burning in the fireplace or 
the heating appliance is on, or intermittently. In the 
latter case, this could be effected by providing the 
substance in a gaseous form and releasing it into the 
surrounding atmosphere in bursts from time to time, 

60 for example, from an aerosol or spray. 

In the case of a heating appliance, the release of the 
smell could be arranged to correspond to the supply 
of gas or electricity to the appliance . 



CLAIMS 

1. Afireplace or heating appliance having additi- 
onally a device for creating a recongisable bu rning 

70 smell, the device comprising a substance capable of 
producing such a smell, and means being provided 
to causethe substance to release the said smell into 
the surrounding atmosphere. 

2. Afireplace or heating appliance as claimed in 
75 claim 1 arranged to release the said smell only when 

thefire is burning orthe heating appliance is on, 

3. Afireplace or heating appliance as claimed in 
claim 2 arranged to release the said smel I inter- 
mittently when the fire is burning orthe heating app- 

80 lianceison. 

4. Afireplace or heating appliance as claimed in 
any preceding claim wherein thesubstance is in solid 
or liquid form and the smell is released by heating, 
burning or evaporating the substance. 

85 5. Afireplace or heating appliance as claimed in 
any preceding claim wherein thesubstance is in 
liquidform andthe smell is released by evaporation 
of the substance. 

6. Afireplace or heating appliance as claimed in 
90 claim 4 or claim 5 wherein the substance is situated 

so as to be heated by the heat produced by thefire- 
place or heating appliance to cause the smell to be 
released. 

7. Afireplace or heating appliance as claimed in 
95 any preceding claim wherein the substance is in 

liquidform andthe smell is released by spraying the 
substance into the surrounding atmosphere. 

8. Afireplace or heating appliance as claimed in 
any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the substance is in 

100 gaseous form and is released under pressure, for ex- 
ample from an aerosol or spray. 
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